




























































































































































































































































































































































































































































Fr. Benedict J. Groeschel, C.F.R. 
(1933–2014)

A well-known lecturer, retreat master, television host, and one of 
the great spiritual guides of our time, Fr. Groeschel led a life 
dedicated to serving others and uplifting the prestige of the 
Catholic Church.
    In 1950, he entered the Capuchin's Orders St. Felix Friary in 
Indiana, completed his novitiate in the Detroit Province friary in 
1951, and was ordained in 1959. He received his master's in 
counseling from Iona College in 1964, and by 1971 obtained a 
Doctor of Education (D. Ed) at Teacher's College, Columbia 
University, specializing in psychology. 
    Fr. Groeschel life of service spanned over 40 years, beginning in 
the 1960s when he was a chaplain at Children's Village in Dobbs 
Ferry, New York, a facility that works with emotionally-disturbed 
children, to founding St. Francis House, a haven for the poor and 
homeless in the 1967. His experience with the disadvantaged, 
would lead him to co-found with Christopher Bell, the Good 
Counsel Homes for pregnant women and their children. 
    He served as Director of the Office for Spiritual Development of 
the Archdiocese of New York. His guidance and wisdom within 
the clergy compelled then-Archbishop Cardinal Cooke to appoint 
Fr. Groeschel to create the Trinity Retreat House for the spiritual 
development of clergy, located in Larchmont, New York. 
    Along with seven other friars, he founded the Franciscan Friars 
of the Renewal in the South Bronx, where they lived and 
ministered among the poor and indigent. 
   Fr. Groeschel hosted the talk show Sunday Night Prime on 
EWTN and several religious specials. He was also a professor at 
St. Joseph’s Seminary, Yonkers, New York. and author of several 
volumes including Spiritual Passages and Augustine, published by 
The Crossroad Publishing Company.
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